




Federal 

Safety Design Performance

Under National 

Traffic and 

Motor Vehicle 

Safety Act

Autonomous Vehicles and Automated Driving Systems



State

Issue licenses Register vehicles Enforce traffic laws Insurance/liability

Autonomous Vehicles and Automated Driving Systems



Local

Enforce traffic laws
Emergency 

response authority

What if no 

driver?

Autonomous Vehicles and Automated Driving Systems



Level of 

Regulation
LOW

FLORIDA

AV-specific 

permit required
NO

Plain Language

No human 

operator 

required at all

ADS is the legal 

driver (when 

engaged)

Local gov 

cannot regulate 

AVs

Teleoperation 

allowed with no 

human on-board

Insurance 

requirements $1M primary liability
Standard personal 

injury protection

Uninsured and 

underinsured vehicle 

coverage as required

Crashes must 

be reported per 

usual statutes

§316.062(5) – Duty 

to give information 

and render aid

§316.063(4) – Duty 

upon damaging 

unattended vehicles/

property

§316.065(5) – 

Crashes; reports; 

written reports

Legal Excerpt



Level of 

Regulation
LOW

Regulating 

Bodies
DMV

TEXAS

AV-specific 

permit required

L4/L5 

authorization 

coming in 2026

Plain Language

Local gov 

cannot regulate 

AVs

ADS is the legal 

driver (when 

engaged)

No licensed 

human required

Must obey traffic laws, have a 

recording device, meet 

federal safety standards, 

registration & title, & have 

insurance coverage

If AV gets into a crash, 

they have follow the 

same reporting rules as 

humans

Authorization 

does not expire
Senate Bill 2807, 

passed by the Texas 

Legislature in June 

2025

Senate Bill 2807 TxDMV will 

provide 

authorization

Contact info, written statement 

confirming vehicle meets 

required conditions and that 

you gave DPS first responder 

plan

Legal Excerpt
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#0-1771277666280
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#0-1771277666280


CALIFORNIA

Level of 

Regulation
HIGH AV-specific 

permit required
YES

Plain Language

You need a DMV testing 

permit and a safety driver 

unless it's a driverless 

testing permit

Must report crashes to 

DMV within 10 days (in 

additional to regular 

reporting)

Must submit annual 

disengagement 

report

Authorization 

does not expire

Five million dollars 

($5,000,000) in 

insurance required

Excerpt

Local gov 

cannot regulate 

AVs

"Operator" is a 

person

Regulating 

Bodies
DMV

Separate permits for 

testing with safety driver, 

without safety driver, and 

commerical deployment 

Add'l CPUC 

approval for fare-

charging ops

Driverless ops require 

law-enforcement 

interaction plans

CPUC

(California Public 

Utilities Commission)

AV-specific 

permit details



LOCAL INFLUENCE LEVERS

Curb & ROW management

Emergency Response & Incidence Protocols

Data Collection and Sharing

Traffic Engineering Adjustments

Designated pick-up and drop-off

"No stopping" zones

AV First Responder training

Traffic incident management

Negotiate Data Sharing Agreements (i.e., for access to airport)

Enhance pavement markings

Enhance signage retroreflectivity

Provide closure data to AVs (WZDx)

Provide local incident and emergency situation data to AVs

Allow citizens to provide AV-specific incident feedback 

Geofencing around emergencies


